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UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE 
Statement 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.03 pm]:  I want to alert members to the fact that tomorrow is 
United Nations International Day of Peace.  I want to make a statement on that today because the business 
program for tomorrow does not provide an opportunity for members’ statements.  I will read a message that is 
pertinent to tomorrow’s International Day of Peace from the Secretary General of the United Nations.  I ask 
members to listen to it as though it is being read tomorrow.  It is important that places such as Parliaments 
acknowledge that many people are working continually and strenuously to provide peace and justice 
internationally, so I share this message, which reads - 

My dear friends,  

For some of us, peace is a day-to-day reality.  Our streets are safe; our children go to school.  
Where the fabric of society is strong, the precious gifts of peace can almost go unremarked.   

But for far too many people in the world today, those gifts are only an elusive dream.  They 
live in chains: a climate of insecurity and fear.  It is mainly for them that this day exists. 

 Twenty-five years ago, the General Assembly proclaimed the International Day of Peace as a 
day of global ceasefire and non-violence.  The United Nations has observed it ever since.  It is meant to 
get people not just thinking of peace, but doing something about it. 

 Yet, on this day as on the other 364, violence continues to claim innocent lives.  And these last 
few weeks have seen tragic new escalations of conflict in several parts of the world. 

 The United Nations works for peace in many ways.  We are doing our utmost to prevent 
further bloodshed.  And we have had some successes. 

 States are paying more attention to preventive diplomacy.  UN peacekeeping missions -- and 
our efforts to support democracy and promote human rights -- are making a difference.  And individual 
citizens everywhere, men and women in every society, are working to relieve suffering, and to build 
bridges between people of different faiths or cultures. 

 In fact, there are fewer wars today than in previous decades.  But still far too many.  Every 
casualty of conflict is a failure, which reminds us how much more there is to do. 

 In that spirit, I call on people everywhere to observe one minute of silence today, in the name 
of peace.  Let us remember the victims of war.  And let each of us pledge to do more, wherever we can 
make a difference, to bring about lasting peace. 

Members may be interested to know that internationally it is anticipated that more than a billion people will 
observe a minute of silence to recognise the International Day of Peace tomorrow, 21 September. 

I also wanted to comment in the same vein that as much as that message does give a message of hope in that 
there are apparently fewer wars today than in previous decades, it also notes that there are still far too many.  I 
am sure members are well aware of the ongoing misery that is occurring in Iraq.  Indeed, hundreds of people are 
still dying there every day.  It is beholden on us not to forget that we can also play a role in seeking a solution to 
the mess that is now being perpetrated there.  We must have an exit strategy.  We must have an objective of 
withdrawing foreign troops, including Australian troops, from Iraq.  I firmly believe that until that occurs, the 
ongoing move towards civil war will only continue. 

Finally members may be interested to know that when we talk about efforts to achieve genuine advances towards 
peace internationally, it is very sobering to realise that more than $US1 000 billion is spent globally every year 
on arms and weaponry - more than $US1 000 billion.  I checked that figure in the past few days and I think it is 
now something like $US1 118 billion, an absolutely extraordinary figure.  If we compare that with the sort of 
money that is needed to provide everybody on the planet with clean drinking water, education, food and shelter, 
there would be more than enough, as we all know, to achieve those things if we simply did not spend the most 
outrageous amount of money that we do spend globally on armaments.  I bring that to the attention of members 
of this place so that, hopefully, tomorrow they might spare a thought for the International Day of Peace and 
make a commitment to work not only to raise issues of peace but also to promote peace and non-violence within 
their own work. 

House adjourned at 10.09 pm 
__________ 
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